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Guided by the theme “We shall have life on this land”, Karimeh Abbud Photography Award 2019 aims to celebrate life
through the lenses of rising Palestinian photographers to portrait their perspectives of life in Palestine.

Through the unprecedented participation of 104 photographers covering all Palestinian governorates, Nazareth and
Haifa, every submitted photo portrayed a story of LIFE ... the life of the Palestinian which some chose to depict through
the lens of suffering, deprivation and despair under long-term occupation... while others depicted as messages of
strength, resilience and hope for a better life

Some photographers used portraits of children whose features reflected an oppressed childhood (Marah (Joy) O a
young girl from Gaza who leads a life devoid of the joy that is her name) and others with their innocent smiles and
sparkly eyes that reflect hope for a better future (Mariam).

Others chose elderly with their wrinkles telling the story of resilience of every Palestinian mother and father
Others, particularly photographers from Gaza depicted the ongoing strive for freedom, identity and stolen rights
while others reverted to symbolism using icons tied to the Palestinian cause such as the olive tree, the flag, and
traditional embroidery.

Some photographers also chose nature and landscape to reflect an aspect of life in Palestine including apartheid.

The ultimate purpose of the Karimeh Abbud Award is to promote photography as an art of expression among young
Palestinians. All participating photos served that purpose and enriched this round of the award and therefore the
committee would like to thank all photographers for their submissions and looks forward to their active participation
in future cycles.

“So that we may have life and have it abundantly”

Ghada El-Arqj , Organizer if Karimeh Abbud Photography Award 2019
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An independent photographer, born to Iragi parents in the UAE and raised in Montreal, Canada. Abdul Hadi's work explores
the complexity and idiosyncrasy of minority communities that are often subjected to stereotyping and underrepresentation
interchangeably. Her work also touches on ideas of masculinity, self - representation and questions misrepresentation of culture.
Abdul Hadi is a founding member of RAWIYA Collective, a photography co-operative of female photographers in the Middle East.
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Born in Gaza 1976, works as an artist, professional photographer and free-lance. He is a founding member of the collective
Shababeek for Contemporary Art and a member of the Association of Palestinian Artists. Sarhan received his diploma in Arts
from the University of 1CS in the United States. He participated in Darat Al Funun academy in Jordan and he received the Bronze
award of the Festival of Arab Photographers in 2008 and the recognition award in 2007. Sarhan produced a picture book and
an experimental movie entitled “Gaza lives”. His work was exhibited in Gaza, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Amman, Britain
and the United States
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A Palestinian artist born and raised in Beit Sahour Rami graduated in 2009 from the College of Fine Arts at 6th of October
University in Eqypt specializing in Photography, cinema and TV. He worked at several production companies and later taught
photography and film making at several institutions. His works were displayed locally and internationally. He currently teaches
photography at Dar Alkalima University College and Bible College in Bethlehem. He also manages his personal visual art
production company called SOLO.
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Issa Freij photographer, filmmaker, Jerusalem in 1956.
Founding member of Sabreen Palestinian Musical Group and AL Mamal foundation for contemporary art in Jerusalem. Freij worked
as cameraman for several TV stations including CBS and BBC and produced several documentaries including his award winning
“The Last Supper Abu Dis” (2005) that won the first prize at Institute du Monde Arab in Paris in July 2006 and has been screened at
numerous film festivals; Other productions include: Freedom that 1 lost - on the Vanishing Palestinian Bedouins (2000), The Well,
(2010); Peek-a-Boo (2010); Gaza Calling (2012); Ard Al-Hekaish (Land of the Story) (2013). His most recent project is a collaboration
with artist Jumana E. Abboud, entitled “Haunted Springs and Water Demons in Palestine”.
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Born in Gaza 1961, Fayez joined the Academy of Fine Art in 1stanbul - Department of Sculpture - and received his MA degree in

1986. After returning to Gaza he quickly immersed into the cultural and artistic scene as an active member believing in the role

of art in developing communities. Fayez set-up several individual exhibitions and participated in joint exhibitions locally and
internationally and supervised several Fine Arts training courses in Gaza.
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Born in Taybet Al-muthalath Palestine, Raouf is an artist and researcher in modern visual arts. He received his BA is Sociology
from Birzeit University in 2003 and earned his Master’s from the College of Arts in Tel-Aviv University in 2019. His projects

include: Blur 2005 , Gaza Express 2006 , Square meter 2009 and the stories of uncle Dayton 2012 and i will let the dust
accumulate in 2017.
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(born 1975, Jerusalem, Palestine) Sabella is an award-winning artist, writer and public speaker based in Berlin using photography
and photographic installation as his principal modes of expression. Sabella holds an MA in Photographic Studies from the
University of Westminster and an MA in Art Business from Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London. Sabella's work has been exhibited

internationally and is held in collections including those of the British Museum in London, The World Arab Institute in Paris,
Bahrain National Museum and Mathaf: the Arab Museum of Modern Art in Doha.
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http://www.daralkalima.edu.ps
Facebook:karimeh abbud photography award @slegigall pignill agic asys sjila



